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	Our Ref: Research Successes
	1, Palace Street, London, SW1E 5HE



	
	Email:
p-spray@dfid.gov.uk
22 August 2005


Dear  Colleague
Re: Research Success Stories

The Central Research Department has as one of its main objectives ‘getting research into use’. We are tackling this from a number of directions, but one area is to ensure that some of these successes are communicated to a wider audience, especially outside the research field.

How can you help us?

In addition to your regular reporting, we would like to hear about one or two of your research successes each year. We also welcome you contacting us at any time if something particularly exciting comes up.

We consider a success story as something that shows the research is making a difference to people’s lives - not a description of activities, but something that describes a positive change in people’s lives and in the long term has an impact on reducing poverty.

A success story can be written about a whole programme, about a project, or part of a project. The success may be a method or approach, an innovation, a policy change, a reform or changes to processes and the way things are done. Successes can occur at any time and may describe immediate changes, or changes that have taken place over a number of years.

We have developed a ‘Success Story Template’, which is attached to this letter and we’d welcome receiving your successes written-up in this format.

Why do we need your success stories in this format?

1. To provide us with all the factual information we need to write research successes into speeches to be given by the Secretary of State and other Senior Officials

2. To enable us to store the information in a searchable format. For example these success stories and case studies will be made available on the new DFID Research Portal (for information on its development see http://www.cimrc.info/ ).

3. So that the Central Research Department and DFID as a whole, especially our country offices, are better informed about the valuable research that you are doing and we are supporting.

What will we do with the success stories?

The Central Research Department will use the information for:

· Providing information for speeches

· Writing short case studies and success stories for the DFID website and our intranet – insight (the latter is an excellent mechanism for reaching all DFID staff, both UK based and overseas)

· For DFID publications, such as Developments Magazine and a new book on DFID success stories

· For general publicity

· For displays

· For the press and other media where appropriate

· For the Department For International Development’s Annual Report

· For the DFID Research Portal.

The information will not be given out in the template form. It will be re-written or paragraphs will be extracted from the template depending on the context and circumstances in which it is used. 

How will we keep you informed?

We will try to always inform you if your research success is being used in any speech, publication, or media event. 

Please send completed templates to our Communications Specialist, Abigail Mulhall (a-mulhall@dfid.gov.uk) and to your regular contact in the Central Research Department.

Yours sincerely

Paul Spray

Head of Research

Central Research Department, DFID
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